The Association of Cricket Umpires and Scorers

March 2008

Dear Member

Special General Meeting

The Resolution dealing with the disposal of the Association’s remaining assets was overwhelmingly approved by those members who attended the SGM at Lords on 15th March 2008. 

Members at the meeting were informed:-

(a) MCC has agreed future royalties from the sale of Tom Smith’s will be paid into the ACU&S Trust Fund. The Trust, for the benefit of members of ACU&S and their families, is not affected by the dissolution of ACU&S and will continue

(b) It seems likely that agreement can be reached with ECB that any money paid over by ACU&S to ECB ACO will be made available to the officers of ACU&S, in the event of any claim arising after the winding up procedure is complete, and the funds have been paid over. What this means is that the remaining funds can be distributed sooner, without waiting the period of at least 6 months recommended by the Association’s auditors

Laptops and Projectors

It has previously been agreed that any organisation wishing to retain the ACU&S laptop and/or projector in their possession could do so, if they agreed to reimburse the Association the amount the Association has had to pay to acquire title from the leasing companies, to avoid the equipment having to be returned at the expiry of the lease. The amount has been set at £125 for a projector, £50 for a laptop, or £150 for a laptop and projector combined. These amounts include VAT.

The negotiations with the leasing companies have now been completed and I shall be writing to those in possession of the equipment seeking payment. Any organisation in possession of ACU&S equipment that is unwilling or unable to purchase the equipment will have to return it, complete with all associated software, at their expense, and it will be offered to another group. Any group interested in purchasing any unwanted equipment should register their interest with me.

I would ask those groups paying to retain the equipment to let the Treasurer have payment as soon as possible, so that the winding up of the affairs of the Association can be completed.

Refund of subscriptions

Members of ACU&S who have not applied to join ECB ACO, for whatever reason, including those who were already members through their membership of ECB OA, should receive a refund of their subscription paid to ACU&S. If the subscription was paid by direct debit then the refund will be made by bank transfer. If paid by cheque, then the subscription will be refunded by cheque, but less the £2 administration fee paid by those members who pay by cheque. Members who paid to their RFO, will receive their refund from him.

This is a major task. More than 4,000 subscriptions have to be repaid. Members are not entitled to any refund, and the refund that has been proposed is dependent on there being sufficient funds available. It will take time to organise these refunds, and members are asked to be patient.

Members do not have to apply for a refund, as the refund will be made automatically.

Some members have generously indicated that they do not require any refund, and have asked that any benefit due to them should be paid into the Trust Fund, or simply retained as funds of the Association. It may not be possible to identify each of these members. If a member receives a refund which he is not expecting, or not wanting, then we would ask the member to accept the refund, and consider a separate donation to the Trust or the new Association.

Payment of outstanding expenses

The Association has been effectively dissolved, and only certain officers, dealing with the winding up of the Association’s affairs, are entitled to reimbursement of expenses they incur. Any outstanding claims for expenses must be submitted, without delay. Any claims after the funds have been distributed will not be paid. I would suggest that anyone submitting a claim after the end of the current month should not expect to receive reimbursement.

Similarly anyone holding funds on behalf of the Association should account to the Treasurer, with payment of any balance due, as soon as possible.

Assessments

John Lynch is again in personal difficulties, and Colin Thorogood, the Chairman of the Examination Board, has volunteered to process all outstanding claims for assessment. Would all REO’s please help Colin by submitting any outstanding applications for elevation as soon as possible. Any umpire who has passed GL5 will be recognised as Level 2 in the new organisation, and QM-U status is not essential.

Merchandise

Any remaining stocks are being sold off at discounted prices by Lorraine Elgar, 121 Park Drive

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 1RL (Telephones: Home 01795 426414  Mobile 07703 523992    E-mail    lorraine.elgar@blueyonder.co.uk)

She will confirm details of any available stock. In particular there are a number of ties which are being sold off at £2.00 plus p & p.

Communication
It is not proposed to write to every member with the result of the SGM, or with the other information contained in this letter. The Association will rely on you to disseminate the information as far and as wide as you can. Please forward this message to other members in your address book.

The minutes of the SGM will similarly not be circulated. If you want copies of the minutes please apply to the Deputy General Secretary, Jonathan Glynn.

Information about ACU&S will appear on the ECB ACO web site.

Yours sincerely

Steven Wood

General Secretary

Steven A Wood   General Secretary

                5,Camp Square, Thorner, Leeds LS14 3BX

Tel   0113 2893121              E-mail  acusgensec@acus.org.uk
