A  GUIDE TO COMPUTERISED SCORING
Time has moved on in the great world of cricket scoring.  No longer is the pen and paper method solely necessary for the competent cricket scorer!
There are a handful of products on the market and they depend on what ‘level’ of scoring and what YOU want from the program you wish to purchase.
The market leader at present would appear to be the Total Cricket Scorer package.  It has as much or as little as you wish to utilise.  You can plot where the batter scores his runs, through to where the bowler pitches the ball.  There are run rate worms, Manhattan pie charts and there are mini score boxes in three varying degrees of detail to show what the score is so as its an easy double check for you.

An advantage of said product is that you get to try before you buy, where the company allows you 5 free trial matches so as you can practice, without the outlay.  To use the system proficiently you will need all the tools and information before the start of play, namely;
· The  players names

· The Umpires names

· The ground details

· The toss and the match type.

There is also the facility to enter the number of overs, any restrictions on the amount of overs a bowler is to bowl, the conditions of the pitch, even through to your scoring colleague.  Once everything is inputted then you can start scoring the game.  The best way like anything is through practice.  The inputting of the actions from a delivery are pretty simple, but as always practice makes perfect.

The benefits are there for all to see.  Players love all the stats and speaking from my own club’s view, we use it as a tool to restrict opposition batters for future games and see where they are strongest etc, but like with everything, you can use as much or as little as you wish.
The cost of the package is just under £60 and this enables you to hold a licence.  This licence can only be used on 1 computer and cannot be transferred between various peoples PC’s or laptops.  However, once you or your club has paid for the licence then it is yours for keeps.

There is a first class back-up system / support team who 99 times out of a 100 can answer and fix any query or software problem you have.  So even if you are not as computer literate as others, you can feel safe in the knowledge that there will always be someone able to help you in your hour of need.

There are simply too many aspects of this package to mention without missing some off.  The players averages in whatever competition you are playing in are immediately updated.  When a batter strides to the wicket, or a bowler takes the ball for the first time in the game, his cumulative record will flash up the screen.  There is also the amazing addition of being able to score the game and the live score appear on the website, ball by ball if required, exactly the same as you would find on the TV.  There is a small fee, (£20) for this service, but as before once is paid it is yours for keeps.

The address for Total Cricket Scorer is www.code27.com and then on the left hand side, click on the Total Cricket Scorer tab.

In the ever changing game that we love, there is no reason why cricket scorers should be left behind.  Whilst I personally would never solely rely on the computer and continue to additionally score in the normal fashion, the computer literate scorer can broaden his or her talents and believe you me, coaches, players, captains and supporters will marvel at your work!
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