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England and Wales Cricket Board – Case Study

Demonstrating Best Practice and Impact within Community Cricket Development.

Dinas Powys Cricket Club – NatWest CricketForce and Launch of Cricket Wales
Geographic Details.
	County Cricket Board
	Cricket Wales


	County Sports Partnership
	

	District Development Group(s)
	

	Local Education Authority
	Vale of Glamorgan


	Project Start Date
	Friday 09th April


	Project Completion Date


	Sunday 11th April

	Funding Streams


	

	Location  (Inner-city/Urban/Rural)
	Urban – Fringes of Cardiff


	IMD Ranking

	

	Clubmark Status


	
	Registered
	

	Author and Title


	Michael Beacham – Cricket Development Officer

	Date


	20/04/2011


Quantitative and Qualitative Detail.

	Background.

Dinas Powys Cricket Club is a town cricket club in the Vale of Glamorgan, between Cardiff and Barry. In 2011, the club will be running 4 senior teams; 2 Saturday Senior teams, a Sunday team, Midweek team and 5 junior teams; 2 Under 15 teams, an under 13 team, an under 11 team and an under 9 team.
The club were very keen to run a good Cricketforce scheme, so that their club could have a makeover ready for the 2011 season, all members could be brought together to form club unity, and also link in with local primary schools, community sports clubs and other community members to raise the profile of Dinas Powys Cricket Club.
Launch of Cricket Wales - For the first time, junior and senior recreational cricket will be represented by one organisation – Cricket Wales. The new organisation will see the merger of The Cricket Board of Wales which used to have responsibility for the junior game and the Welsh Cricket Association which used to have responsibility for the senior game.



	Aims and Objectives.

Dinas Powys CC 

· General maintenance of pavilion (painting, cleaning, replacing carpet, replacing rotten wood)
· Square work in preparation for pre-season friendlies

· Repair and set-up portable nets

· Repaint scoreboards
· Hanging baskets/foliage around pavilion

· Improve storage and general maintenance of groundsman container
· Erect safety netting around the bowling green area

· Cutting trees around ground

Cricket Wales

· Launch the new organisation

· Run a primary school festival

· Community Coaches to run sessions with Club juniors

· Community Coaches to mentor club coaches for new drills and ideas.

· Help with Dinas Powys’ Cricketforce plan

· Media Coverage – Sport Wales, BBC Wales, ITV Wales, Newyddion, Local Papers, Radio


	Main achievements to date.

Dinas Powys CC
· Recruited many volunteers to help with the weekend.

· All pre-season square preparation was carried out, ready for the first game. The Groundsman commented that “the square was looking better than it has done for many a long year.”

· Pavilion was given an overall enhancement; Rotten timbers replaced, painted, equipment shed cleaned and tidied, rubbish thrown away and new picket fence built adjacent to pavilion.

· Exterior of pavilion surround improved - removal of overgrown shrubs and rubbish, re-planted flowers.

· New noticeboards erected with up-to date information starting the clubs journey towards Clubmark accreditation.
· New young players recruited to boost junior cricket teams.

· Cricket Club’s profile boosted in the local community and across Wales.
Cricket Wales

· Fantastic Media coverage. Live coverage on ITV Wales news, coverage on BBC Wales News and Sport Wales’ website and videoblog.

· Excellent turn out from primary school children, club juniors, club coaches, parents and members of Dinas Powys CC
· Attendance of high-profiled Sport Wales officials and Cricket Wales board members.



	Main partners involved.

· Dinas Powys CC
· Sport Wales
· Cricket Wales
· Media
· Local businesses
· Local primary schools


	Key factors for good practice.

· Community focused
· Club unity
· Media Coverage
· Linked with external agencies
· Linked with funded partners


	What is still to be achieved?

For 2012 
· Talks about new shower block, building a scorebox, laying a patio by pavilion.


	What mechanisms are in place to ensure sustainability?

· Regular monitoring of facilities by lead groundsman and club pitch advisor.
· Club are keen to continue CricketForce in 2012.
· Local businesses are keen to continue links with club.
· Club has identified that there is a need to achieve clubmark accreditation



Headline Figures and Statistics.

	1
	Fantastic Media coverage – Live on ITV Wales News, coverage on BBC Wales News, Newyddion, Sport Wales Website/Video blog, Local Papers.

	2
	3 Professional Glamorgan Players attended the event.

	3
	Over 200 people attended the weekend. This included high-profile Sport Wales members, Cricket Wales board members, primary school children, club juniors, club coaches, club members, parents and members of the community.



	4
	From CricketForce, the club gained over 20 new junior registrations as well  as valuable new volunteers.

	5
	


For further information contact:
Michael Beacham
Cricket Development Officer
Cricket Wales
07850 116269
Michael2@glamorgancricket.co.uk
Media Coverage

Sport Wales Video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF83axLsYwI 
Photos of the weekend - http://www.flickr.com/photos/statto/sets/72157626469107810/ 
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CRICKET IN WALES TO GET A MAKEOVER

As cricket clubs across Wales and England are revamping their clubhouses and grounds ready for the new season, it was today unveiled that the game in Wales is also set for a major makeover.
For the first time, junior and senior recreational cricket will be represented by one organisation – Cricket Wales. The new organization will see the merger of The Cricket Board of Wales which used to have responsibility for the junior game and the Welsh Cricket Association which used to have responsibility for the senior game. Cricket Wales’ Director of Cricket Peter Hybart announced the news at Dinas Powys Cricket Club and says it will have a big impact on the sport:

“Welsh cricket has been very successful at recruiting juniors and overseeing structured senior leagues but, like a lot of sports, we lose a lot of players between the junior and the senior game.  Establishing Cricket Wales will help to address this through a greater focus on informal, social midweek cricket in addition to the established structured junior and senior leagues.

“People now have less time on their hands and we’re all spinning a lot of plates between work, family and friends. We need to adapt and give people the chance to play shorter games that slot more easily into the working week. The professional game, in many respects, has led the way with the creation of 20/20. 

And Glamorgan players Michael O’Shea, Nick James and Aneurin Norman were on hand to welcome the changes.

Michael O’Shea said, “Wales has a really good record of structured cricket but society’s moving on. I think it’s a great idea that Cricket Wales are planning to look at ways of keeping more people involved in the game. Midweek cricket and winter indoor leagues work brilliantly in Australia and New Zealand and I think it’s an important thing to do if we are to retain more players.” 

Jason Harries of Dinas Powys Cricket Club agrees,

“Our cricket club is right at the heart of the community. While our stalwart members will still want to play traditional weekend cricket, we believe it’s important to offer variety in what we offer and we wholeheartedly support the changing face of cricket in Wales.”

Sport Wales research suggests latent demand of over 50,000 people in Wales who would either like to play cricket or play more of the game.
Hybart added, “I believe we’re entering an exciting time for the game, one where more formats of the game will be developed to retain more players. None of this would be possible without the commitment and hard work of our volunteers who – week in, week out – work tirelessly for the game and ensure that people – young and old – have opportunities up and down Wales to play cricket.”
For more information or interview requests with Peter Hybart, please contact Jane Thomas at Sport Wales on 029 2033 8274 or 07967 351 827 or jane.thomas@sportwales.org.uk
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