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England and Wales Cricket Board – Case Study

Demonstrating Best Practice and Impact within Community Cricket Development.

 NatWest OSCAs 2006 – Building Partnerships Category Winner
Geographic Details.
	Cricket Club, League or Board


	FIRWOOD BOOTLE CRICKET CLUB

	County Cricket Board – Primary Affiliation

	LANCASHIRE


	County Sports Partnership
	MERSEYSIDE

	District Development Group(s)
	SEFTON

	Local Education Authority
	SEFTON

	Volunteer Project Start Date
	3RD OCTOBER 2005


	Volunteer Project Completion Date – unless ongoing

	ONGOING

	Funding Streams – if applicable

	AWARDS FOR ALL AND LOCAL COMMUNITY CHEST FUNDING

	Location  (Inner-city/Urban/Rural)
	BOOTLE (INNER- CITY)

	Clubmark Status


	Not registered
	Registered
	Accredited
√

	Author and Title - NatWest OSCAs winner(s).

	Mr GARY PIKE

	Date


	2ND OCTOBER 2006


Quantitative and Qualitative Detail.

	Background of Volunteer Contribution
2006
Would you believe I came up with the idea of the Winter Wickets League whilst sitting at the table with my friend at the 2005 OSCAs?  I went back home and put the idea on paper with the rules and put it forward to the Sefton Cricket Development Group which was agreed. I then went to Sefton Leisure Partnership and got help from Paul Wilkinson and Martin Sarbutts who helped with the venues and publicity. I got sponsorship from Leyland DAF and Sefton Leisure Partnership also got some sponsorship from a local company.

Because Firwood Bootle CC have Club Mark accreditation and is a Focus Club and we are affiliated to Lancashire Cricket Board and therefore the ECB,  I went to a meeting and found out we could get PESSCL funding for schools, so I put a project together and two of the clubs coaches, who were level 2 coaches went into 9 primary schools and made 5 visits per school x 2 hour sessions.
We created partnerships with Liverpool John Moores University  - with their students and other local volunteer groups.  This partnership also gave us the opportunity to gain knowledge about local grants that we could apply for.  I got this information and was able to build these partnerships from going to the local sports meetings - this meant a  commitment of only 4 meetings per year but the club have benefited so much just by me attending these meetings.

Briefly 
I have been involved in the junior section for 20 years, since I was 18. Over the past 10 years, I have been in charge. It’s been a hard but rewarding 10 years.  The Club has grown from having 15 juniors to over 150 members. We now have 4 junior teams who play in the region of 50 competition games a year. I have helped the club obtain Club Mark accreditation and helped raise in the region of £100,000 for the development of cricket including £50,000 from CCDF (Community Club Development Fund) in November 2004, for new facilities, which have made such a difference to our junior section – it has doubled in numbers.
For each of the last three years - I have been lucky to be nominated and shortlisted for an OSCA at Lord’s.   It’s a great event!  You get to meet other volunteers and ECB staff and make new friends and get ideas from each other to take back to your club.
There is something about the OSCAs, that has given me inspiration - every time I’ve been, I come back with ideas.  I have another one for 2007 involving under 9s…


	Aims and Objectives of Volunteer Contribution
Reason(s) for Volunteering.
1. The reason I volunteer is probably like most - someone did it for me when I was growing up so I want to give something back. 

2. It’s a great feeling watching the juniors growing up mostly into nice people even better if they play senior cricket.

3. I live in an inner city area where there is crime, violence, drugs and high unemployment so I want to give the local youngsters a safe place to go.
· My aim is simple - to give children in the Bootle area the chance to play the game of cricket because schools do not play cricket in the area. 

· It has taken 10 years of hard work from the club to get just to this stage – it now has a solid junior structure.  The next 10 years will hopefully produce cricketers who will play in the 1st team and beyond?!


	Main achievements to date.
NatWest OSCA WINNER 2006 – Building Partnerships Category
OSCA  SHORTLISTED NOMINEE - 2004 AND 2005

MERSEYSIDE SPORTS VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2005

SEFTON SPORTS VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2005

OBTAINING CCDF FUNDING (£50,000) FOR PRACTICE FACILITIES

OBTAINING CLUBMARK STATUS IN OCTOBER 2003 - THE FIRST CLUB IN SEFTON TO DO THIS.

RAISING FUNDS IN THE REGION OF £100,000 OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS


	Main partners involved.
COACHES: Tom Lawless,  Jackie Westhead, David Snellgrove, Matty Lawless, Kevin Stuart,  Paul Cooke, Peter Jones, 
Administrator: Tom law
Umpire: Bill Cooke
Groundsman: Phil Gill

3rd captain: Bill Powell

Chairman: Ray Leary

President: Peter Booth

Vice Chairman: Colin Mahon

And numerous parents and other club members

Paul Bryson Cricket Development Manager
Paul Wilkinson and Martin Sarbutts from Sefton Sports and Leisure
Sefton Cricket Development Group


	Key factors for good practice.
1. Achieving Club Mark accreditation helps - having a solid structure for running a safe and friendly junior section.

2. A Development Plan to set your aims and objectives which are achievable for your club

3. Being affiliated to  your Local Sports Council helps you get to find out about local funding and voluntary groups, things that affect your club, courses to help develop coaches or volunteers etc.

4. Being part of your local Cricket Development Group 

5. Keep in contact with your County Cricket Development Officer/Manager.


	What is still to be achieved?
To develop a girls and women’s section and have the  team playing regular cricket

A girls’ mini winter league involving the 4 Senior Schools in the area.
To find a permanent 3rd ground so that we can develop young cricketers 

To one day go back to having a disabled section which we tried through Merseyside Sports for 2 years which never really got going.

Under 13’s in the Winter Wickets League



	What mechanisms are in place to ensure sustainability of your contribution/achievements and that of partnerships built?
Being part of the Sefton Cricket Development Group this will keep the Winter Wickets going through the groups funding.

Being affiliated to Sefton Sports Council - through these meeting I can find volunteer and funding partnerships

Looking at Sportsmatch and The local Network Funding for 2007 and beyond



	Publicity gained as a short listed nominee and overall Nat West OSCA winner.

ECB Website and ECBtv
Lancashire Cricket Board Website

Merseyside Sports Website

Liverpool & District Cricket League Website

Local Newspaper (Liverpool Echo) 



	Further recognition by whom and in what way?
A letter of congratulations from Sefton Leisure


	Monitoring and Evaluation process – who/when/how?
I HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE JUNIOR SECTION NOW FOR 20 YEARS. I HAVE BEEN IN CHARGE THE LAST 10 YEARS. 
AS FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATING I AM LEFT TO MY OWN DEVICES AND REPORT BACK TO THE CLUB’S COMMITTEE MEETINGS ONCE A MONTH.



Any Headline Figures and Statistics.

	1
	OVER 1200 CHILDREN VISITS IN 2006 THROUGH THE PARTNERSHIP

	2
	OVER 150 JUNIOR MEMBERS WHICH HAS DOUBLED IN 2 YEARS

	3
	A NEW UNDER 9 SECTION 2006 ( 40 MEMBERS ALL FROM THE SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP)

	4
	18 UNDER 18 YEAR OLD JUNIORS PLAYED AT SENIOR 2ND OR 3RD LEVEL IN 2006 THE MOST WE HAVE EVER HAD.



	5
	OVER 120 JUNIORS TOOK PART IN THE WINTER WICKETS LEAGUE IN 2006


For further information contact:
Gary Pike
Junior Coach
Firwood Bootle CC

Affiliated to LancashireCricket Board
Telephone number: 0151 922 5535

e:mail address: pikey7@btinternet.com
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