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CRICKET HAS GRAND DESIGNS FOR NATIONAL MAKEOVER

Club Y is preparing to take part in NatWest CricketForce on 26th, 27th and 28th March 2010, an England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) initiative aimed at rejuvenating local cricket clubs and giving volunteers an opportunity to get involved.

Club Y is expecting (no) volunteers, including players from XXXCCC to help with (insert projects).  The volunteer work would have cost an estimated £Z to complete, meaning a huge injection of funds for cricket clubs across the country.
NatWest CricketForce is the biggest annual volunteering event in sport and is set to attract enough volunteers to fill Lord’s Cricket Ground three times over (85,000). 
Suggested Quote:       Club official or Captain

“NatWest CricketForce will enable much needed work to take place at clubs across the county ensuring the 2010 season gets off to the best possible start.  

All players start their cricket careers at local clubs and it is crucial that we support the game’s development. Good facilities and a fun environment can be the difference between youngsters staying with cricket or not and NatWest CricketForce helps make clubs a real focus for community sports activities and volunteering opportunities”.

Other local organisations have also signed up to support the project including (list local businesses and detail what they have provided).

Dave Leighton, ECB Club Programmes Manager, said: “We saw clubs do more for themselves in two days last year than they had for years before.  It made a real difference to clubs including increased revenue, improved facilities, increased participation and a great sense of community spirit”.  [You can use a similar quote from your CDM if you would prefer].

Anyone belonging to a cricket club who would like to take part in the initiative should visit www.ecb.co.uk/natwestcricketforce for details of how to sign up.  Or, if you could spare a few hours on 26th, 27th and 28th March 2010 to help your local club please leave your details with natwestcricketforce@ecb.co.uk.  
- ends -

Notes to editors:

· In 2009 1,514 clubs and 85,000 volunteers took part in Cricket Force. In 2002, Lingfield CC (Surrey) was the very first CricketForce pilot club.
