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        Old Wilsonians’
    NatWest CricketForce Report
Kick off time was 9am so the ref blew his whistle and the first half was under way. Paul Jenkins had already been up the club since 8am, with a few members of the team arriving soon after, so by the time I arrived, bacon sarnies were already being served up by Mr Forbes Snr. Work soon got underway with Mike Kendrick ordering his troops to various parts of the club to paint, varnish, rub down etc.
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The aim of the first half was to repaint the male changing-rooms in the traditional Old Wilsonians’ colours. A team of among others, Messrs Prince, Hartley, & Ashdown vs Messrs Pike, Verrier & Maxwell Jnr., then got to work on the benches and floors. Although Jenks had tried to match the paint as best as he could to the original the final result can only be described as “striking”, the yellow being slightly bolder than before.  It only needs an OW coat of arms on the walls and it would be fit for a king!
Outside “Safe Hands” Forbes had gathered together his merry little band of helpers to put up the nets. This took a long time since there seemed to be far too much laughing going on!
Elsewhere around the ground, Mark & Robert Phillips, Gary & Luke Saint were painting the sight screens and boundary boards helped by other colts.

Lunchtime arrived and was served up by Steph Jenkins & Jane Kempthorn with Blizzard Jenkins, our new club dog hoovering up any scraps.
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The main event of the afternoon was the construction of our newly acquired covers. 

Work then stopped for a short while for the Grand National – Geoff Verrier deservedly winning the sweepstake.
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Next on the list of jobs was “How many men does it take to………………………………………” erect some fencing. This was the highlight of Mad Max’s day – he got to use a saw & wire cutters! There’ll be no excuse at home now!
The half time whistle sounded with the day’s work done and the workers headed for the clubhouse and a well earned pint. 

The evening was spent with over 110 club members at the Pre-season night. This was an excellent turnout and gave the many newcomers to the club a very enjoyable evening. Claire, Simon & Clive provided a delicious buffet and the Cocks’ a huge expanse of raffle prizes which kept Doug happy on the microphone for hours!
Ian Pilgrim won the star prize, a hamper stuffed with goodies! Jenks won heads & tails.
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The “man of the match” award was presented even though the game was only half way through. Although every team player was in the running for the award it was really only a one horse race with Paul Jenkins being presented with a magnum of champagne for his outstanding contribution to NatWest CricketForce.

The evening ended about midnight after we’d managed to persuade the Francis & Davies families to go home, Jo having kept many amused with her laughter all night long! The umpires at the cricket matches will love you Jo - not!
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The second half started with yet more bacon sarnies cooked and served up by Ian Forbes, me & Denise and numerous cups of tea on Sunday morning – far too early & yes you’ve guessed it Jenks was there as keen as mustard ready to get things moving. Mark Pope proved he was not only nimble on his toes, but also pretty good with his hands. Dan Coomansingh got cracking on the painting and yes Darren, who must be every woman’s dream, was found vacuuming carpets until I offered to take over – big mistake! He’d warned me the loft was a bit of a mess. Huge mess, I’d say – tape, mud & even dirty pants littered the floor! It’s now fit for any management meeting!
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Nicola eventually managed to get sewing on the Hilton Hotel curtains 2 hours later when Ian Forbes discovered that he did have the sewing kit after all hidden away in his trousers!!!
A wonderful BBQ was served up yet again by Steph with Wendy & me helping. Lauren Jenkins picked Darren Coomansingh’s name out of the pot of helpers and he was presented with a great cricket book provided by Nat West. This will hopefully encourage him to dust his bat off!
The Pilgrims vs the Devanes were on opposite sides of the ladies changing rooms, also Robert Frost and Jim Lloyd were seen skulking in the ladies toilets. 

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]



Lastly it was just the finishing touches. Our resident gardener, Mr Braithwaite never showed, so it was down to Jasper, Ian & Darren to spruce up the plant boxes. Chris Cowell & Nick Bier washed down the fascia boards and IP got the drinks in and the ref blew the whistle for full time! 
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Team: Arthur Ashdown, John Batchelor, Nick Bier, Nick & Kate Billing, Malcolm & Jane Boxall, Robert Chillman, Jean & Charlie Cocks, Dan Coomansingh, Darren & Nicola Coomansingh, Simon Corrigall, Chris Cowell, Sean & Stephanie Devane, Aiden & Eoin Devane, John Devarajulu, Sam Ellis, Alex Forbes, Doug Forbes, Ian & Jill Forbes, Robert & Oliver Frost, Jasper G-W, Rich Harris, Rob Harris, Bill Hartley, Paul & Steph Jenkins, Scott & Lauren Jenkins, Jenks’ mates (Sean, Gary & Craig), Wendy Jukes, Chetan Kemat, Jane Kempthorn, Mike Kendrick, Laki, Jim & Linda Lloyd, Caroline, Paul & Kenny Maxwell, Steve Millward, Michael Mitchell, Edmund & Mpumi Nxara,  Clive Peckover & Claire & Simon, Mark & Robert Phillips, Mike Pike, Ian & Denise Pilgrim, Mike Pilgrim, Mark Pope, Clive Prince, Gary & Luke Saint, Andy Steel, Aaron & Callum Steel, Malcolm Taylor, Jason Trout, Geoff & George Verrier, Peter Wakeford, Rod Warboys, Lynda & Andrew Whyman, Roger Williams.
(Huge apologies to anyone that I have omitted from the list-please let me know).

Managers: Caroline & Jenks

A fantastic weekend and so much was achieved. Great seeing all the different clubs working together and new friendships were forged. Let’s keep working together as an association and make Old Wilsonians’ the place to be seen and the envy of others! 
Thank you so much to everyone that turned up to help – you were all brilliant!!!
Caroline
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Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club, Hayes, Bromley, Kent. BR2 7HT
www.oldwilsonians.co.uk
