REPORT CRICKETFORCE 2009

FRIDAY 3RD APRIL

AFTERNOON SPENT DIGGING OUT A HOLE FOR A NEW PATIO TO THE RIGHT OF THE NEW PAVILLION AS YOU LOOK AT IT, IN FRONT ON THE TENNIS HUT. A SLOW START GATHERED PACE AS FIRST PETER KELLEY, THEN KEITH SCOTT, AND FINALLY JIM MILLS, THE CLUB SECRETARY, JOINED ME ON A LOVELY AFTERNOON. AFTER MUCH BANTER WE FOUND WE HAD FILLED A 6 TON SKIP WITH TOP SOIL, AND WE AJOURNED TO THE BAR FOR A FEW WELL EARNED PINTS.

SIMULTANEOUSLY, ALISON SUGARMAN WAS UP AT CATERHAM (OUR SECOND GROUND) PREPARING THE BALLUSTRDES FOR THE UNDERCOATING AND PAINTING, WHICH WAS TO BE THE INITIAL FOCUS OF THE FOLLOWING DAY.

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL

MY 28TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY DAWNED A DREARY AND DRIZZLY DAY. NOT WITHSTANDING THIS I WENT UP TO CATERHAM AT 9.30AM, TO UNLOAD THE PAINT AND EQUIPMENT HOPING A TASK FORCE WOULD APPEAR AT SOME STAGE. IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE CHAIRMAN, FOLLOWED BY THE CAPTAIN AND VICE CAPTAIN OF THE 3RD ELEVEN APPEARED. SEEING IT WAS TOO WET TO BEGIN PAINTING, WE DECIDED TO THROUGHLY SOAK EVERYTHING BY PRESSURE WASHING THE EXTERNAL SURFACES ON THE PAVILLION BALCONY, AND WAIT FOR THE DRIZZLE TO STOP. THERE IS NOTHING LIKE A PLAN, AND THAT WAS NOTHING LIKE A PLAN. COLIN ETHERIDGE HAD ARRIVED TO MEASURE UP FOR THE SKILLED REPAIRS NEEDED TO THE WHEELCHAIR ACCESS RAMP AND BALLUSTRADES, AS WELL AS SOME INTERNAL JOBS HE KINDLY OFFERED TO ATTEND TOO. HE SET OFF FOR MATERIALS AND SAID HE WOULD BE BACK AFTER LUNCH. AS HE RETURNED SOME 4 HOURS LATER, I QUESTIONED HOW HE KEPT SO SLIM!

WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE WHOLE SANDS COMMUNITY AND THE THAKE BROTHERS, MRS SUGARMAN, AS WELL AS THE SUNSHINE, THE WHOLE THING MOVED INTO TOP GEAR. A FRENZY OF ACTIVITY BOTH INSIDE AND OUT SAW UNBELIEVABLE PROGRESS, THE BALLUSTADES DISSAPEARING UNDER AN SUNARMI OF GLOSS OR UNDERCOAT, AND THE ENTIRE INTERNAL AREA BEING TREATED TO A FRESH COAT OF MAGNOLIA.

BY PURE LUCK (I WISH I COULD CLAIM CREDIT) AS ONE GROUP HAD TO TAKE THEIR LEAVE, FRESH TROOPS IN KEITH SCOTT, 2 GLASSINGTONS, PETER KELLEY, 4 JOHNSONS, AND SAM SUGARMAN ARRIVED TO TAKE US THROUGH THE FINAL 3 HOURS OR SO.

SUNDAY 5TH APRIL

WITH PROGRESS BEYOND MY WILDEST DREAMS ON SATURDAY, WE TREATED OURSELVES TO A LIE IN ON SUNDAY, MEETING AT 11AM WITH A SKELETON CREW FOR THE LAST FEW JOBS AND A TIDY UP. BEING THE PERFECTIONISTS WE ARE, WE ATTACKED SOME SURFACES THAT HAD BEEN NEGLECTED, WHICH WERE MADE TO LOOK HORRIBLE IN THE FACE OF WHAT HAD GONE ON AROUND IT. THE CHAIRMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN, FINANCE DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY (THE GOLDEN GENERATION) ALL SET ABOUT GLOSSING THE UNDERCOAT, TOUCHING UP THE PAINTWORK, TIDYING UP THE ODD MISSED SURFACE, AND GENERALLY MAKING A FANTASTIC JOB EVEN BETTER..

COLIN ETHERIDGE FINISHED HIS TASKS, AND THEN WENT AROUND TIGHTENING SCREWS AND MAKING GOOD ANYTHING HIS TRAINED EYE SPOTTED NEEDED DOING.

FINALLY, AND BANG ON SCHEDUAL, WE FINISHED ABOUT 1PM, CLEARED THE AREA AND CLEANED UP. CATHY SANDS ARRIVED FROM CHURCH, GRABBED THE MOP AND BUCKET, AND DID THE FINAL CLEAN (TO NHS STANDARDS OR BETTER). OUT CAME THE FOSTERS AND THE NEW PAVILLION WAS TOASTED.

THE IMMEDIARE EFFECT WAS THAT WE WERE GIVEN 10 COLTS GAMES FOC UP AT CATERHAM, WHICH SAVED THE CLUB OVER £600. 

EVERYONE MENTIONED HAS MY GREATEST RESPECT AND THANKS. IT IS NO GOOD ORGANISING THESE THINGS IF THERE IS NO ONE TO CARRY THEM OUT. EACH AND EVERYBODY CAME WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE, TO MAKE IT AS MUCH FUN AS POSSIBLE, AS ENJOYABLE AS POSSIBLE, AND NOT TO LEAVE ANYTHING TO ANYBODY ELSE THAT YOU COULD DO YOURSELF.

AMONGST THOSE WHO CAME I DO WISH TO PARTICULARLY THANK PETER KELLEY, FOR SHIFTS ON ALL 3 DAYS, KEITH SCOTT WHO GOT US THROUGH DIGGING AND MOVING 6 TONS OF EARTH, ALL AFTER HIS OWN DAYS WORK, AND ALISON, WHO DID 4 HOURS OF PREP WORK UP AT CATERHAM ON THE FRIDAY, ON HER OWN, AS SOUL DESTROYING AND BORING AS IT GETS IN MY BOOK, WHICH ALLOWED US TO GET ON SO WELL ON SATURDAY, MAKING SUNDAY A WALK IN THE PARK.

WE MUST LEARN A FEW LESSONS IF WE ARE GOING TO GET GREATER PARTICIPATION FOR FUTURE EVENTS. WE ARE NOT TIED TO THE DAYS FOR CRICKETFORCE WEEKEND, AND SHOULD PICK A TIME WHEN THE SCHOOLS ARE ON NOT OFF, GIVING GREATER POSSIBILITY THAT THE PARENTS ARE AROUND.

THAT SAID I CONSIDER THIS A JOB WELL DONE, A CREDIT TO THE WORKFORCE AND THE SECTION, AND ONCE AGAIN YOU HAVE MY WARMEST AND SINCEREST THANKS

FINANCIAL EVALUATION

FRIDAY WAS ALL ABOUT MANPOWER INITIALLY. LABOUR USED ON THAT AFTERNOON AMOUNTED TO £300 OR SO.  THE SKIP WAS DONATED BY A LOCAL COMPANY (£180). THE REAL SAVING COMES WHEN THE NEW PATIO IS LAID. THE PAVIOURS, LABOUR AND MATERIALS HAVE ALL BEEN DONATED. THIS INCLUDES THE LABOUR TO INSTALL THE PICKET FENCE, ALSO DONATED. MY BEST GUESS ON THE VALUE OF THIS IS £10,000.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY WAS LABOUR INTENSIVE. AS ALWAYS B & Q WERE VERY GENEROUS IN SUPPLYING PAINT AND MATERIALS. THIS WOULD AMOUNT TO SOME £400 AT LEAST. WE SPENT 9 HOURS IN TOTAL AT CATERHAM, WITH AN AVERAGE OF 10 PEOPLE AT ANY ONE TIME. ALLOWING FOR SOME MORE SKILLED THAN OTHERS, I ESTIMATE IT WOULD HAVE COST £5000 TO DO THE JOB. THIS IS ALSO BASED ON THE VALUE THE  ORGANISER FOR THE TRUST, THAT ADMINISTERS THE GROUND, SUGGESTED HE WOULD HAVE TO PAY TO DO THE JOB WE DID FOR HIM FOR NOTHING.

THIS WOULD GIVE US A VALUE OF £16080 FOR THE 3 DAY PROJECT, GENERATED BY MEMBERS OF PURLEY C.C, AND ITS SPONSORS.

FINALLY

AMONGST ALL THE FINANCIAL BENEFITS DERIVED FROM CRICKETFORCE 09, I WOULD NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE COMMUNITY VALUE. WE CHOOSE TO FOCUS ON OUR SECOND GROUND, THE FACILITIES OF WHICH ARE SHARED BY VARIOUS LOCAL GROUPS (SCOUTS, FOOTBALL TEAMS, A PILATES CLASS ETC), ALL OF WHOM BENEFIT FROM OUR ENDEVOURS AND THE GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP WE ATTRACTED. THE EFFORT WILL THEREFORE BE USED AND APPRECIATED YEAR ROUND, AND HELPS TO FORGE PURLEY C.C’S LINKS WITH COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

ONCE AGAIN MANY THANKS TO ALL INVOLVED

ANDY SUGARMAN

CHAIRMAN HOUSE AND GROUNDS

PURLEY C.C

