TYPES OF DISCLOSURES

· A CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON DISCLOSES THEY ARE BEING OR HAVE BEEN ABUSED

· SOMEONE ELSE DISCLOSES ABUSE THEY HAVE WITNESSED OR BEEN MADE AWARE OF 

· OBSERVATIONS BY YOU OF INAPPROPRIATE PHYSICAL CONTACT OR BEHAVIOUR TOWARD YOUNG PEOPLE
ACTIONS TO AVOID

· DISMISS THE CONCERN

· PANIC

· ALLOW YOUR DISBELIEF OR DISGUST TO SHOW

· INTERROGATE THE CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON

· MAKE ASSUMPTIONS OR JUDGEMENTS

· MAKE INAPPROPRIATE COMMENTS ABOUT THE ALLEGED ABUSER IN FRONT OF THE CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON

· APPROACH OR DISCUSS THE CONCERN WITH THE ALLEGED ABUSER

· MAKE PROMISES OR AGREE TO KEEP SECRETS
RECORDING INFORMATION 

· WRITEN RECORD OF THE EVENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO INCLUDE: 

· THE NATURE OF THE CONCERN

· RECORD YOUR OBSERVATIONS AND INJURIES IF PRESENT

· LISTEN AND NOTE THE DETAIL OF THE CONCERN RAISED BY THE YOUNG PERSON

· WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENT

· ANY TIMES, DATES OR OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
CONFIDENTIALITY

· CONFIDENTIALITY IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE

· CONCERNS SHOULD ONLY BE DISCUSSED WITH THE COUNTY WELFARE OFFICER/SOCIALSERVICES OR POLICE.

· UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD CONCERNS BE DISCUSSED WITHIN A CLUB COMMITTEE UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED.  INAPPROPRIATE DISCUSSIONS MAY JEOPARDISE A POLICE/SOCIALSERVICES/ECB INVESTIGATION AND PLACE A CHILD AT RISK.
